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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled:
The Trustees of the State Library make this their twenty-seventh annual report for 
the year ending November 30, 1936 under the provisions of Chapter 6 , Section 37, of
the General Laws (Ter. Ed'.). - u t iIn Mav 1936 Charles H. Taylor, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, resigned. He 
had served as Trustee since October 8, 1924. His Excellency Governor James M. 
Curley appointed Miss Margaret Shea to fill Mr. Taylor s unexpired term.
On June 1 1936 His Excellency Governor James M. Curley reappointed Professor 
Charles T. Copeland as a Trustee of the State Library for a term of three years. Pro­
fessor Copeland has served continuously as a 1  rustee since August 28, 1918.
After a service of seventeen years in the position of State Libraiian, lMr. liidwaid ri. 
Redstone resigned April 30, 1936, to accept a position in the service of the Public 
Library of the City of Boston. The Trustees express their sincere appreciation of the 
long and valuable service rendered to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts by Mr.
September 9, 1936, His Excellency Governor James M. Curley appointed Dennis 
A Dooley to the position of State Librarian. Mr. Dooley’s appointment was con­
firmed by the Governor’s Council on September 16 and he began his service immediately 
In the interval between April and September Miss Jessie L. Knowlton was appointed 
by the Trustees as Acting State Librarian and during this period she so successfully 
carried on the work in the library that the Trustees desire to express their appreciation 
of the service thus rendered by her. ,
The work of the library has advanced considerably during the year as can be seen 
from the report of the Librarian. For a number of years the library has been operating 
with a diminishing budget and in view of the necessity of purchasing books today 
which will be available for use for many years to come, it is very necessary that the 
legislature increase the appropriation for maintaining a satisfactory library service.
J a m e s  F. B a l l a r d , Chairman 
C h a r l e s  T. C o p e l a n d  
M a r g a r e t  S h e a
LIBRARIAN’S REPORT
I have the honor to submit the following report on the work done in the Massachusetts 
State Library during the year ending November 30, 1936. ,
The following tabulation of figures shows generally a slight advancement over the 
preceding year:
Main Room:
Circulation..............................
Telephone reference questions. 
Daily average attendance.......
53,095 volumes 
569
100-150
Legislative Reference Room:
_ _• Circulation..................... .
Telephone reference questions . . -. 
Total attendance.. .  G
1,426 volumes
1,360
1,620
Newspaper Room :
Circulation. . . ................
Total attendance............
3,980 files 
2,433
The staff of the State Library io-required to undertake a considerable amount of 
research work in procuring the information necessary to answer the large numbei o 
inquiries made by members of the legislature, other public officials and the geneia 
public. During the year special attention has been given to the physical condition o 
the books in the library and many changes have been made in the location of vanous 
collections in order that they may be more directly available when required. In geneia 
the leather bound books in the library are deteriorating at such a rapid rate that it is 
necessary to provide for their rebinding in buckram if they are to be preserved for lutuie 
use. Most of these books were purchased from fifty to one hundred years ago and aie 
even more valuable today than when they were first printed. Their preservation lor 
another hundred years is, therefore, our present responsibility.
In previous years it has not been possible to rebind more than 1,000 volumes a year* 
Over 20,000 volumes at present require rebinding or repairing. Special effort will be 
made to have this work undertaken immediately.
During the year there were no changes in the staff.
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A d d i t i o n s
Number of volumes added to the Library from Deo.
Books
By purchase 1,218 plus 257 maps, etc..............
By domestic exchange ■...................................
By foreign exchange........................... ..............
By gift.............................................................
Massachusetts state publications.....................
1, 1935, to Nov. 30, 1936:
1,475
959
144
2,005
374
3
Total................................................................
Pamphlets
By purchase........................................................
By domestic exchange.........................................
By foreign exchange..............................................
By gift..................................................................
Massachusetts state publications.........................
4,957
326
1,640
123
3,600
782
Total 6,471
Total 1935-36 
Previous total 11,428563,016
Total volumes and pamphlets in Library, Nov. 30, 1936 574,444
T abulation
Volumes and pamphlets catalogued by the new plan, Dec. 1 , 1935, 
Volumes and pamphlets catalogued during the year 399,05014,847
Total volumes and pamphlets catalogued Dec. 1 , 1936 
Less volumes and pamphlets reduced by binding 
Less volumes and pamphlets lost 
Less volumes and pamphlets discarded
2,498
0
366
413,897
2,864
Net volumes and pamphlets represented in the new catalogue,
Dec. 1, 1936..............
Represented by 645,310 cards. 411,033
D en n is  A. D ooley,
State Librarian.
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS IN ACCOUNT WITH 
STATE LIBRARY
F inancial Sta tem ent , D ec . 1, 1935 to N ov. 30, 1936
■p Expenditures
£ rom appropriation of $5,700 for salary of State Librarian*..................................
rrom appropriation of $39,360 for salaries of s ta ff .........................................................................
pOm appropriation of $9,500 for books and binding .....................................................................
rrom appropriation of $2,000 for contingent expenses.............................................
rrom appropriation of $7,500 for storage s tacks ..............................................................................
$3,562.50
39,354.44
9,499.44
1,872.28
6,414.00
Total......................................................................
Salary of State L ibrarian*............................................
Salary of Assistant State L ibrarian ..........................
Salary of Head of Catalogue D epartm ent..............
Salaries of 3 Library Reference A ssistants.............
Salaries of 11 Senior Library A ssistants..................
Salaries of 6 Junior Library A ssistants......................
Salaries of 3 Senior and Junior Clerks and Typists 
Salary of P o rter..........................................
Purchase of books...............................................
Binding...........................
Annual Report for 1934-1935...................................
Contingent Expenses........................................
Storage Stacks................................
$2,730.00
2,260.00
6.170.00 
17,935.00
5,189.44
3.630.00
1.440.00
$7,792.39
1,707.05
$13.60
1,858.68
$60,702.66
$3,562.50
39,354.44
9,499.44
1,872.28
6,414.00
Total $60,702.66
ea!e of Catalogue Cabinets..........................  Receipts
Sales of Constitutional Convention publications...........
suD8cnption refund, prior y ear...............................
Total...................
♦Position vacant 4H  months:
$3,000.00
31.50
8.00
$3,039.50
TABLE OF ACCESSIONS
B ooks
1923. 1924. 1925. 1926. 1927. 1928. 1929. 1930. 1931. 1932.
1933. 1934. 1935. 1936.
By purchase .
Domestic exchange .
Foreign exchange .
Donation . . , • . • 
M assachusetts state  publications
Totals .
1,519
1,031
181
2,628
379
1,755
976
239
1,654
393
1,630
1,193
190
1,430
506
1,532
1,217
200
1,239
349
1,674
1,070
199
1,464
396
1,829
1,050
234
1,413
548
1,781
1,124
186
1,857
318
1,520
1,133
160
1,486
393
1,527
1,171
216
1,692
411
1,418
1,067
146
1,766
353
1,358
1,090
174
1,673
405
1,591
911
146
2,089
440
1,203
918
149
1,735
349
1,475
959
144
2,005
374
5,738 5,017 4,949 4,537 4,803 5,074 5,266 4,692 5,017
4,750 4,700 5,177 4,354 4,957
P a m p h l e t s
1923. 1924. 1925. 1926. 1927. 1928. 1929. 1930. 1931.
1932 1933. 1934. 1935. 1936.
By purchase .
Domestic exchange .
Foreign exchange .
Donation . • • . • 
M assachusetts state publications
Totals .
372
705
135
9,318
666
306
1,427
119
3,161
556
431
1,532
173
3,219
718
496
1,154
86
3,946
760
379
1,221
141
4,181
544
637
1,217
107
3,370
428
599
1,730
114
3,488
433
512
1,466
186
3,791
537
520
1,457
108
3,837
470
427
1,507
114
3,596
427
384
2,173
103
4,518
630
423
1,738
89
5,769
709
271
1,391
95
3,819
613
1,640
123
3,600
782
11,196 5,569 6,073 6,442 6,466 5,759 6,364 6,492
6,392 6,071 7,808 8,728 6,189 6,471
T o tal volumes and pam phlets in library, November 30, 1936, 674,444.
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